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Division 45:  Community Development - Service 2, Children’s and Young Persons’ Policy, $6 882 000 - 
Mr P.W. Andrews, Chairman. 
Mr M. McGowan, Minister for Youth.   
Dr D. Vicary, Executive Director, Office for Children and Youth. 
Mr G. Yell, Director, Financial Services, Office for Children and Youth. 
Ms F.J. McRobbie, Director, Office for Children and Youth. 
The CHAIRMAN:  This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard staff.  The daily proof Hansard will 
be published at 9.00 am tomorrow. 
The estimates committee’s consideration of the estimates will be restricted to discussion of those items for which 
a vote of money is proposed in the consolidated fund.  This is the prime focus of the committee.  While there is 
scope for members to examine many matters, questions need to be clearly related to a page number, item, 
program or amount within the volumes.  For example, members are free to pursue performance indicators that 
are included in the budget statements while there remains a clear link between the questions and the estimates.  It 
is the intention of the Chairman to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and answered and that 
both questions and answers are short and to the point. 

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee, rather than asking that the 
question be put on notice for the next sitting week.  For the purpose of following up the provision of this 
information, I ask the minister to clearly indicate to the committee which supplementary information he agrees to 
provide and I will then allocate a reference number.  If supplementary information is to be provided, I seek the 
minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the committee clerk by 17 June 2005, so that members 
may read it before the report and third reading stages.  If the supplementary information cannot be provided 
within that time, written advice is required of the day by which the information will be made available.  Details 
in relation to supplementary information have been provided to both members and advisers and accordingly I ask 
the minister to cooperate with those requirements. 

I caution members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the 
question on notice with the clerk’s office.  Only supplementary information that the minister agrees to provide 
will be sought by 17 June 2005. 

I intend to proceed with the divisions according to way in which they appear on the running sheet.  There is a 
gentlemen’s agreement between the member for Mandurah and the member for Hillarys that time will be 
allocated at a later stage for consideration of divisions 52 and 53, which deal with the Peel and South West 
Development Commissions.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am a gentleman.  I am not sure about the member for Mandurah. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I am sure everyone is a gentleman.    

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I am serious about this matter.  For the past four years that I have been in this place, 
we have had limited time in which to discuss the Peel and South West Development Commissions.  If it turns out 
today that there is some filibustering and we do not get to those divisions, I will not be happy, because I would 
like to ask some questions about both of those divisions.  I am serious about that.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am getting sick and tired of these budget estimates hearings being abused by ministers 
and government backbenchers.  If the member for Mandurah does not want any filibustering, I suggest he asks 
the minister and his colleagues to do away with their dorothy dix questions and answers.  So much time was 
spent on these dorothy dix questions and answers yesterday that we did not get to ask the questions that we 
wanted to ask.   

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  What is the member’s point of order? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  What is the member for Mandurah’s point of order? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I have made a statement about these divisions.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am making the statement that we should conduct these budget estimates hearings in the 
way we have done in the past; that is, by working through the budget estimates program that is in front of us. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I am disputing the way things have been done in the past four years.  That is the 
point I am making.  I move that the Peel and South West Development Commission divisions be considered at 
4.00 pm. 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The Chairman referred to a gentlemen’s agreement.  Obviously the member for 
Mandurah is not a gentleman; if he was, he would not have moved this motion.  He knows he has the numbers in 
this place, because three of his colleagues, plus the minister and you, Mr Chairman, are present.  That means we 
are outnumbered.   

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  That gives the member for Hillarys two hours for the other divisions.    

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I suggest we leave it in the good hands of the members of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I suggest to the committee that we begin with the division that is first on the running sheet, 
and when we get closer to 4.00 pm we make a decision about the other divisions.  If the member wants to put a 
formal motion to the committee at that time, fine.  Let us move on.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member for Hillarys suggested to me before we began that we deal first with the 
Office for Children and Youth so that the advisers, who have important work to do, will not need to spend the 
whole afternoon sitting here.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  As Her Majesty’s official opposition, we do not have a problem with that.  We are happy 
to cooperate with the minister and deal with the youth portfolio first, because we do not have many questions on 
that portfolio.   

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Mandurah moved a motion.  Would the member like to withdraw that 
motion at this stage?  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I withdraw the motion but note that I will be not happy if we do not get to where I 
want to get.   

The CHAIRMAN: The member can always move a motion on that matter at a later stage.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  What will happen if we are not happy? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  The member for Hillarys is never happy.  He is the biggest grumbler in this 
Parliament.    
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The member for Mandurah is a disgrace to this place, frankly.  He is abusing the 
estimates committee process. 
The CHAIRMAN:  Now that members on both sides have gotten that off their chests, let us get down to 
business.  We are dealing with division 45, service 2, Children’s and Young Persons’ Policy.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Can the minister indicate how this policy is progressing?  The funding for this policy has 
increased by only a small amount.  I would have thought the government would put a bit more money into this 
important area to ensure that our young people get everything they deserve from this government.  Perhaps the 
minister could enlighten the committee about what is happening in this area. 
[2.10 pm] 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  That is a very broad question to begin with. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  It is a dorothy dix. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am inviting the minister to give some good news; we are helping him! 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  The Office of Children and Youth has a coordinating role across government on matters 
relating to children and young people.  As the member for Hillarys is aware, a range of government agencies 
deal with specific issues.  For example, the Department of Education and Training deals with the education of 
young people, and the Department of Health delivers programs for the health of young people and more broadly 
across the state.  Most government agencies have some involvement with children and young people, often in a 
specific sense with programs dedicated to young people.  The role of the Office of Children and Youth is to 
provide a policy coordinating framework across government, such as ensuring the participation of young people 
in decision-making processes and that government agencies are aware of issues and engage with young people 
across Western Australia.  The office has a role in funding a range of government initiatives, including the 
Cadets WA program, which the government has expanded and supported a great deal since it came to office.  In 
fact, the Cadets WA program has grown by 18 per cent in the past year.  A very sensible framework is in place 
for funding cadet units across the state.  Other funding initiatives involve youth leadership programs and the 
youth spaces program, which is particularly relevant to the member for Albany as his electorate recently received 
such a grant. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  It was for the Albany Police and Citizens Youth Club.   
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Mr M. McGOWAN:  Such grants are provided for all sorts of different communities.  The member for 
Merredin is often interested in government grants for his electorate.  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I have not got one in the four years I have been here, but I am looking forward to the first! 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  His electorate is one that we would look at.  The office also runs the youth awards, which 
was an initiative of former minister Mike Board, who is a very good person and was quite a good minister.  He 
produced the concept of youth awards, which has been a successful event encouraging the participation of young 
people, particularly those from the country.  I am sure the member for Hillarys can read about other programs in 
the budget papers if he wishes to get across the portfolio. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I have one other question, and then I will be done.  It arises from the minister’s comment 
that the government had increased the Cadets WA scheme since it came to office.  Page 776 of the Budget 
Statements, under “Service 2:  Children’s and Young Persons’ Policy”, the “Reason for Significant Variation” 
reads - 

The estimated actual cost for 2004-05 has decreased due to the estimated under expenditure in Cadets 
WA and the Indigenous Youth Leadership Program . . .  

That contradicts what the minister said earlier.   
Mr M. McGOWAN:  I left out one point in that the youth grants scheme funds a range of peak bodies.  
Regarding Cadets WA, 182 cadets units operate across the state, which is an 18 per cent increase on the number 
last year, with 6 700 young people taking part in the program supported by over 700 adult staff members.  This 
makes Cadets WA one of the largest and most successful of all the state-based schemes in Australia.  Each of the 
arms of the armed services run their own cadet-based units that the government supports as well.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The number of the armed services units has decreased because of Cadets WA, which the 
previous government put in place and which this government continues to support.  I know for a fact that one 
naval cadet unit has decreased in numbers considerably, and that is probably because many young people have 
joined the school cadets program. 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  That is probably correct.  I am not aware of that situation.  The numbers fluctuate.  A 
number of members of Parliament have cadet units in their electorates.  What was formerly known as a naval 
reserve cadet unit was in my electorate, and it is now known as the navy cadets or Training Ship Anzac.  It has 
varying membership depending on a number of factors, such as the quality of people involved.  A number of 
young people leave to join the military, and not as many cadets may enrol in the following year.  A range of 
reasons is involved for falling membership.  The state-based cadet system is funded in a different way.  It is 
based on a more rational funding allocation per cadet.  In the first year that a young person joins a unit, he or she 
receives $450 of government funding, and the allocation is $350 in the second year and $250 in the third and 
subsequent years.  Expenses in the first year are higher than those in subsequent years, and it is believed that 
more can be done with more people participating by providing funding according to need.  The process has 
worked.  Cadet participation has increased by 18 per cent in the past year.  About 50 per cent of cadets are in 
their first year, 25 per cent are their second year and 25 per cent are in their third or subsequent year.  It is a very 
good program that provides a lot of structured, exciting and adventurous activity, particularly for those in 
country areas who cannot access the various activities available to young people in the city.  The cadets program 
receives criticism from some segments of the community, but we are withstanding - 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  What sort of criticism? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  One finds people who are less enamoured with people wearing uniforms are hostile to the 
concept of cadets and feel it encourages young people to be violent; some people think the program does not 
promote appropriate values.  I disagree.  The government has expanded the range of occupations involved with 
the cadets, so it is not only army, navy and air force cadets.  We have bushrangers, who are Conservation and 
Land Management cadets; St John Ambulance cadets, in which children learn first-aid skills; State Emergency 
Service cadets, in which young people learn rescue skills to allow them to work towards a job in the Police 
Service, fire brigade etc; and Red Cross, police and surf lifesaving cadets.  This Government has expanded the 
program,  St John was the latest addition to the cadet program.  Individual schools can choose the type of cadet 
program they want.  For instance, Rockingham Senior High School has SES cadets, Safety Bay Senior High 
School has army cadets and Tranby College, Baldivis, has bushranger cadets.  The program fits the individual 
style of an area.  It is important to ensure that the right mix of people wants to be instructors because cadet units 
operate out of schools hours, except in remote parts of the state where children have a lot of travel between 
school and home.  We must get the right mix of instructors, and having different styles of cadet units often 
promotes that. 
[2.20 pm] 
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The CHAIRMAN:  Members, it was a good question and a good answer, but I want to tightly confine the 
questions and answers to the budget; otherwise, they are all good questions and answers, but not part of the 
process. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The full budget appropriation of just over $6.5 million under this policy appears on page 
776.  I cannot find it listed, but is any work being done on youth obesity under these policies? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is a good issue.  In fact, over the long weekend I watched a movie called Super Size Me.  
It has inspired me to make sure that I do whatever I can, both as an individual and as a member of Parliament, to 
confront this issue.  The Office for Children and Youth has some involvement in providing advice to the 
Premier’s physical activity task force.  The office sits on the Premier’s committee on physical activity, which is 
designed to confront this issue, especially among young people.  The physical activity task force is putting in 
place a range of measures across government to deal with it, especially for those of school age.  The TVW 
Telethon Institute for Child Health Research is doing some work on this issue, and that is funded by government.  
It is not funded directly through this budget. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I suggest that that is a specific issue that that office could take up.  It is obviously important 
to many people.  We all see it every day when we visit our schools.  It is a concern. 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is a concern. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  I refer to the third dot point of major initiatives for 2005-06 on page 778, which states -  

Provide opportunities for children and young people in regional Western Australia to engage in the 
development of policies, programs and activities. 

Can I have a bit more information on that, please? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  The office has seven regional development officers, as they are called, across the state.  
One is located in Albany, one in Port Hedland, one in Kununurra -  
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Is this for all sports?  Are there development officers for football, cricket - 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  No, this is through the Office for Children and Youth.  We do not provide those other 
officers; the Department of Sport and Recreation provides them.  There is one in Kununurra, one in Port 
Hedland, one in Geraldton, one in Manjimup, one in Albany and one in Esperance.  They were put into those 
locations following an analysis of all sorts of issues to do with youth - I suppose what could be broadly termed 
youth disfranchisement.  We are especially aware that kids from the country perhaps feel a sense of isolation 
more than do children and young people from the city.  It is apparent that the statistics show that the suicide 
levels in country areas are higher, particularly in the more remote areas.  We have put those officers into places 
such as Port Hedland, Kununurra and Esperance so that we can get them to coordinate with local non-
government organisations and work with the local children and the local councils to try to do something about 
the issue.  I intend to address this issue over the course of the year to try to beef up those services.  They are 
important services.  I would especially like to get more services in the country to deal with those serious issues. 
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


